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curriculum. It is not the purpose of this book to attempt
to sketch desirable curricula for any kind of school, but
rather to emphasize certain general ideas which such
detailed curricula should embody. Above all, it seems
necessary that we should consider these problems from a
new standpoint, that of the kind of individual that we
desire to produce. The primary question that must be
asked is this: for an individual of a given age and intelli-
gence, what is the equipment of knowledge and the
attributes of mind and character that we believe should be
possessed ? Once an approximate answer is obtained to
this question we can then have some hope of judging
between the claims of rival subjects as contributing to that
result. From a clear and steadfast vision of our final object,
moreover, we shall find that we shall obtain enlightenment
as to die best techniques to be used in order to attain it.
But without a more resolute attempt to discover what we
mean by the phrase e the educated man ' in terms of the
needs of the contemporary world, and with due remem-
brance of the variations in individual capacities, we shall
continue to teach the right things for bad reasons, or the
wrong things for good ones, to maintain studies because
of sheer inertia, or to initiate drastic changes on specious
and superficial grounds.